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- A represéntative sample of" 37 incoming Asian-American
freshmen at the Universlty of Maryland, College Park (UMCP), reported
their attitudes and perceptions on a nuiber of personali and social
issues. Forty-one percent attended UMCP because of its geographic
location, and more thap half came to learn skills directly applzcable -
. to a career. ‘Thirty-two percent intended to obtain a hnaster's degree,
22 percent.a medical degree, and-B8 percent doctdral degree. Thirty .
percent had -an A or A plus average in high school, while aaother 35
~ percent had & B plus average. Of the sample, 46 percent planned to oo
comnute from 6 to 50 miles each way: 43 percent intended to live in a .
residence hall. Thirty-two percent peeded to woTk to stay in-school,
and 22 percent needed to earn more then $75.00 per week. The
\students' main source of information about UMCP camge from visits to '
the canmpus (41 percent) and university publications (30 percent). It
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. ¢ Summary L, e

A representaE1ve sample of 37‘incom1ng As1an-Amer1can freshmen reported
s » . .
. their attxtudes and percept1ons on a number of personal and social issues.,

-

Forty-one percent attended the'Universix} of'Maryland,:Coliege Park (UMCP)

\ , s - . . .

because of its éeographikalilocatien, gﬁd more the; half ceme to learn skills

directly applicable to a career. Thirty~two percent intended to obta1n a
. Master' s degree, 22% a med1cal degree, and 8% ane}her do(;oral degree. Th1rty

percent had an A or A% average in h1gh schoel; while another 35% had a B+
. . 4 L 4 » ] .

average., |, « ' - . '

Forty—six percent planned to commute from 6 - 50 miles each way, while 437%

intended to live in a re81dence hall. Thirty-two percent ‘needed to work to
. . ,

stay in school, with 227 n&ed1ng to earn more than $75 00 per week. Their main

- source of 1nformat1on about UMQ\\eame from visits to the campus (41%) and’

Un1Vers1ty publications (302) Asian-American freshmen were most interested

‘e 1

in improving their writing, reading and spelling skills while at UMCP. Many
» . " .

& addftiona{;rﬁbpogses are reported and discussed. - ,




» "A total of 138 Asian-Amefican freshmen entered the Un1vers1ty “of Maryland, e

College Park, (UMCP) in the Fall 3{ 1979 As part of a two day summer
c;r1entatlon program, the U@ergzty—ﬂ;le\yl Student Census yas ,adm1n1stered by the

Counselmg Center to a“representative sample‘ of .37 ‘incoming, As1an-Amer1can 'F"j“
freshmen. The sample was 5-4.4 mdle - and: 462 feoale. Th1s report is a descr1pt1ve .

-~ hY . )
-

summary of that survey. | ’ - .

) . .‘ § ". ° s .

L . o . . | ! . Cw . s ,
Academic Background and Expectat1ons.,- o L. b ° o . AN

L . D ? a
* - £
. The most frequent regson c1ted by th1s sample for attend1ng UMCP was |its

geograph1c lacation (412). Other reasons c1ted were that it is relat1vely' . s

inexpensive (22.4) and the quality of a par£1cular, academ1c program (13%). Over "

half (532) of the students felt that their mo&t 1mpbrtant c{xrrent educational ;
L4 4 .
ob3ect1ve was to learn skills d1rectly apph;:able to the1r career goals. . v
3 ‘. N s . ..
Dec1d1ng upon a career goal (174) ,and becommg 1ndepvendent in thought and . '

. l‘l A

behavior (11%) were also cited as most: 1mportant educat1onal ob_]eo‘gwes by the

students. . W " ) ’ °

!

- , . J P : o
Professional&spuatmns appeared to be qu1te h1gh for the As1an-Amer1can . :
! * ’ e e S~ AR

freshmen. ‘Twenty-two percent: intended to obta1n a med1caI degree, e1ght

- ,a
-

percent wanted to obtain’ another doctoral degree, and 327 1ntended to obta1n a

"

Master s degree. Minatoya and. Sedlacek (1979) supgested that’ As1atﬁ\!ner1can

students were a{lkely to pursue careers requiring’ consplcuOusness afad

» T i s
\ .

assertiveness. These are attr1butes commonly associated'with the oo€upat1orl' f- e -

lawyer. None of the Asian~American students surveyed 1ntended to pursue,a law’“ ST /\)

2
. - * . . 4 L. ‘e
) . ; 2oa T .
degree. , . . . . W =~. . A .
. . ER
. . . . .- -, A s

—~ 4 . ] ‘g .
The average high school grades of the-ii.‘ncoming Asrian—American freshmen were . .

14
- » * v

high, 30% of the students had an average %mde in h1gh schogl of A or A+ w1th .

an additional 35% report1ng an average of B+. The acerdemlc areas in wh1ch the - PR
. - . *“f : - ’ ) . :'. . ) . b _"" -E.*“‘.‘.~“ o
1 R ) . % e . ° . ) : - e
Data taken from Data Research Cen’ter Newzsletter, l}n;vers1ty of- Maryland e
College Park, November 1979. o : . ) v
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students seemed to feel they were the "weakest  were writing (#1%), science i

cOurses (17%), takmg exams, (14%) and st:udy babits (11%)..

Table 1 shows the average hours per week these students stud:.ed while t:hey Coe

TS “
. . . . . . . . 4 |
{A\ were in h:.gh school. Many of them spent a large prOpprtzon of their time in
séudy: 1974 reported spending from 18 to 30 hours per week studying, 282 Baid

they spent from 9 to 17 hpurs a week, studylng and 36% reported they studied from

R 4 t‘) 8 hours each week. 2 . A - -

»

. { Leaving the Unibe‘rsity_ before obtaining a degree was.énconeeivabie to 11% of .
the students. Reason's). why leaving might occur included,‘eost ‘( 14Z§, ::o accept a
good job (14%) and lack of scholastic ability (11%). The mo.st:i compelling
reasongp for }remaining to graduate centered on career aspirations.g Nineteen

! °

pereent of the students felt the major reason to complete their degree -

r quirement:s was that a degree was requisite for their‘ch‘osen profession, 19%

spec1f{ed t:hat: the degree was needed to enter professzonal or gradbate school, . ‘w

L]

nd 14% felt that: college graduates get better jobs. When asked what: wag most

important in-their long term career choice, 23% of the Asian-American students .
. . ' U . . < ‘. '

3 ' N

‘mentjoned Shat job Openin'gs were psually available in theii' chosen career, 20%.

e members of a well reSpevoted occupat::.on, and another 17%.said hlgh

o

J
+ anticipated earnxng were thelpnmary reason for t:he:.«r careet Tqice.

sough; to

- VN ,

-

- .

t - .

Housing and Financial Information ' . ' - ) S N
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+ ' Forty six percent of ‘the freshmen planned to commute 6-50 miles each way

‘ from their paremts or guardians' house and 4:32&intended to live in'a Uni\rer'sit'y '
L . » , ) . . . - " \A
residence hall,. Over half had spent most of their lives in a'suburb, and 22% \
. % "« had lived'“st of their*lives in a city. ~ ' a '_ ) # .

TaBie.'Z'ehoﬁs/feSponses to the qu'estion "If your sf:aying in school this year- T

-

is dependent upon your workxng part tlme, how much money do you. aeed to earn?" ,'( ‘ -

.3
Th:u:ty two percent .respOnded that they needed to work to stay in’ school, vu.th
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. . . .
Toa - K .
- . ' )
L] > 4 > . ’ - [
- ’ v ° ?
8 . - . r
> - M .
. o . . ‘
. .
.
“




. .
22% needing to earn moré tham $75 per week, ive perdent planned to work in

-

e e . ’ \ * . o ! : ’
federally funded work study programs, 162\on other\campus jobs, and 35% planned

to work off cambus: Over half of the A91an-Amer can freshmen began Qhelﬁ.
. - \ -
freshman. year with previous worke experience. Twen” 'five percent,earned

. T .
» . - &

between $1,000 - 3400Q in the previous year. " Work appea%s to be highly‘valued

by the 27i—of the As1an-Amer1can students who felt the1r JQ? exper1ence was the

Tmost important contr1bumon to the1r personal ldeveloopmen ng the past §ear.

Another 27% felt that’soc1ar life (dating, parties etc.) Was‘ﬂae most ‘important

. . s . L .
factor in their personal developmert during the past year.

’
4 .« 4
, v

View of the Udiversity of Maryland:

Their main sourcevéf information about the University of Marfland, College
~ . . . c [ Lo v
Park, came from visits to the campus (41%) and University publications (30%y.

Parents (33%) -and other famlly.members (17%) were most influential in theis
I R

.

dec1sxons to attend the Un1vers1ty of Maryland College Park (UMCP) * For more

. * N -

than half of” the AsLan-Amerrcans, Uﬂb@ was the flrst,cho1c§ of col22§e§. For

+95% of, the students, UMC? was among the first three cho1ces of‘colnges. Over
S ~ . .

two—th1rds of the Asian-American students came from.h1gh-3chools where more
% - .

» . Te

thard half the-students went on to, college, and approx1mately 80% of the Asian-

Amer1can freshmen’ came from moderate 31zed schools where the graduatlng class, .

was between 300 - 700.\
/. )

View of self

¢

°

K L4 h
S s/

Twenty-n1ne percent of the stu&%nts\would l1ke to 1mprove the1r public

-

speak1ng;ab1l1t1es, 26% to 1mprove their soc1al sk1lls, and ZOA to become more

assert1ve.~'When attltud1naL.1tems were:analyzed byxsex{the only s1gn1f1cant
vt . + . , & \

dxfference which emerged was that women ranked social and extracurricular
g \QJ A d N kN
y 3,

learﬁing as more importsnt to their philosophy of learning than did men.ﬁ .




’ Aéiaanﬁerigan-f;ashmen expressed the-ﬁtrongest o

- Y

agréement with the statements ‘pertaining to higher education as a means for
: [ ' )

» t .

-

’ 1

personil and social -imprpvement. The five staPements which elioited the

strongest ‘agreement qFélg qiéz‘zz?ting to improve their writing, reading, and

LRy .

spelling skillg} and the ptatement that the University should use its influence _

to improve social condi ions in the stat;., Also displayed in Table 3, are the

,statements éhich.eyicitfd the strongest disagreement. [These were: "I do not

&+
understand human sexyality well; I usually fail: to complete h:&eworga

assignments on time; getting a good grade in a course is more important to me .
. ’ = . .

than the content of thl ourse; and I expect to find a parking-space if I drive
on campus." ) [ ’ T K .

- N
’ -
.

5
d

. Over half of the étuﬁents felt that their personal er re}igious bhilosoppyg;

. ‘ L]

=~ N < . . . . “ .

was adequate, 11% felt it was inadequate, and 30% were not certain. .Seventeefr -.: .
. .-, . X A

, 5 . \.m . .- . : :‘A_'

percent had.heen r idgd as Protestants, 17%_as Catholics, and noge as Jews.

- . PA

1

ngq§y~three parcent had been raiseduwitg/sther religious affiliation and 39%
. had had no religi uéiaffiliption during their rearing: Over‘Palf of the .

felt they .had no religious affiliation. The students

4 N\
>

' described their present pol tical orientation as middle of the regfg(35%),

- .
“

. liberal (222);~éo‘servativé'(lezj, and completely apolitiq@l (11%). .
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. -‘ ) . ' 1
e ' ¥ _ TABLE 1 . ‘
v . - & ' Average Study Hours Per Week in High School }
.o ' ' 1 o « L > i
Item 25s . ;' J ’ , . |
y . )
In High School you studi'e;d, on the average, how many hours per week?
Response: ‘ - '  Percent: .
—_— 0 '
None ' . ‘ 6
1 - 3 hours per,. week : 11 . ¢ t
4 - 5" oo ‘ 25 ' . .
6-8" Lo BN 11 ' ‘
9 :lz 1] \' . l: .o 25
13 _17 t " . . 3 N
18 -21 " "o g 8 — ,
22 -26 " - " . ) 3 ,
27 _.30 14} 1 ! 8 *‘ﬁ ’ .
: Jo0x '
v
N - !
. ¢ ' .
. " TABLE2, . ' A -
Staying in‘School Dependent on Part-Time Work
Is your staying in school th'is’year dependent upOl"l your .w‘or_king part~ -~ . o
time? . ' T . ? ) )\" .
. s b f . . .
Response: . i .Pexrcent? ' - 3 o
* Yes ’ . v 32%2
No .. : '68% . '
Yo © 100% ) !
. h ) . -
Item 13¢ . . N ‘ ' ’
1f yés, how much mohéy would you need to'earn? ) N .
y 0 , :
- Response: . o Percent: , ’ )
Don't need job to stay in school . , 39 s B} & -
10 or less per week i 0 ' )
v 11 =19 , " ¥ .. -, 0 . ; v
* 20~ 29 - " . 6 , . :
30 - 39 v, N 1l o e
40 - 49 1] " - . N ) ¢ , B ¢ |
50 - 75 " wo T e %
More than $75 per week . 22 . . . |
‘ ot 100% -
. N \ Y
s
. d 9 . |
o \’ '4
4 \ 2
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. ", TABLE 3
Means & Standard Deviations of ‘Mtitudinal | Items* Means
. .
‘1. T expect to partlc1gate in some form of intramural .
" athlet1cs at the University. . o ; 2.41
. 2. The Un1vers1ty should act1ve1y recgp1t black students. '3.03
g~ ' L
3. 1 would like to design my dbn ma jor rather than select.one
' already established. : - 3.00
4. 1 know how to usé‘a° library well’ ' ) 2.54
e - . 2 ’ ) T . -
5. UMC?fhas a good'academic reputation. 2,46
‘6. 1 am interested in 1mprov1ng my reading sk111s :1.73
7. 1 do not understand human sexual1ty well. e - '3.33
8. 1 expect that my class ass1gnments w111 be fully expl&gned
* to me. . . . 2.54.
§. I think channels for express1ng student. compla;nts w111 ;
be read11y ava11ab1e 2.57

- . 8

I am 1nterested in counse11ng regard1ng educational~
vocdtional plans. -~ .

10.
1. L expect-that, for the’ wost part, my courses will be
® gtimulating and efciting. .°

-

12.\f’usuallx_fail to complete hdnework assignments\on tgme.'

*

13. It is diffidultifor me to writeé papers. ¥ -
14. I generally do my homework at the same'time_each‘day.
PN - - . ‘ L]

15..I'wou1d like to improve my spelling skills:
"16. I seriously th thought about not going to collége.

17-..1 feel - most 1nstructors will act 11ke they care’ about - .
students.’

o

-
.

18. Getting:K_gpod grade in a course is mdre important to me
than the content of the course. .

&

19. UMCP i{‘considered a party school.

20. I am-‘interested in seeking counseling regarding
emot1ona1/soc1al concerns. . .

N y2‘62'

14

2.46

3.14

3.08

3.08

i 3.14

’ 2.89

2.76

»

1.19

© 0.97

1.02

1.42 5




24,7

.
N
¢

1
. ' \‘ TABLE 3 (Continued)

Means & Standard Deviations of Attitudinal Items¥*

ke

UMCP is known mostly for its athletic teams.

E-wéuld prefer éq cégmute rather than live on caﬁﬁup.

I am interested in dhg;oving'my.writing skills:. R
The Un1;ers1ty should use its 1nf1uen:L to 1mprove social
conditions’in the State. - .
I'cloqely\follow one or moiekUMCP athietic.té;ms.

¢

>

F1nanc1a1 ass1stance should be ngen more often based .

on merit instead of need. ‘ .
Chances are good that .I will at some time dtop out’
uemporarlly before I complete’ a bachelor's ‘degree.

°

1 ex%o bg abfe to find a parking space if I drive

on ¢ N "‘ N - Te

N
Means . 8.D.
2.76 . 0.86
2.89 1.15 .
2.05 1.08
2.26 *  0.83
""2051‘ 1019
'2.78 1.06
3.00 1.31
3.11 .28




